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ANNOUNCER: Unele sam's Forest Rangers 
MUSIC s Ranger Song : 
ANNOUNGER: In a spibute ta the importance of grass, John J, Ingalls, 
united states Senator from Kansas, who dled some years azo, 
once gaids 


“Graga is the forgiveness of nature -- her constant 


benediction, gown by winds and by wandering birds, and propagated by the 
Ve aubtie horticulture of the elementa, it softens tne rude outlines of the 
Ye world, It invades the solitude of deserte, climbs the inaccessible SLODE s 
20, and pinnacles of mountains, and modifies the history, character and 
2ie destiny of nations, Should the harvest of grass fail for a single year, 
ive famine would depopulate the world,"....This is what Senator Ingalls sal 
eg about grass and although most of us probably never thought about it in 
4% this way, what he says ia undoubtedly true, Yet in apite of the vital 
 2%_ importance ef grass to our everyday extatence! here asian interesting fac%. 
| 20, Never before in the history of any nation, prior to she establighnent of 
27, «(our national forests uncer the Forest Service in the Department of 
Lie Agricul tare ; had a government forse taken up the study of grassland 
%, management in a large-scale constructive way, And never before had 
BOs eontrols been put inte effects tc protect the grass and forage cover on 
sibe public Lands. very Little had been done on private lands, To the Forest 
tee service, management of che vast epen ranges under their jurisdiction wae 


Sie =a new seience and a new field ef adventure, 
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k,  ANNCUNGER CONTINUED: 
| That was lese than thixty~five years age, and ag @ 
_ testimonial to what the Forest service has done since that time, every 
civilized nation in the world has sents its experte and scientists to the 
United States in recent years to study the methods of range management the 
Forest Service has evolved, 

Well, now let's get out to the pane Cone National Forest, <A£ 
we look in on Ranger Jim Robbins and his assistant ranger Jerry Rd Gs 
today we Pind ‘then in the office of the pine Gone Ranger Station reading 


the morning mail, Here they are. .% be 


Jills U-nel.-m, Move troubl3._ 

JERRY; «Huh? 

JIMS Another letter from cld man Bemis, Jerry. 

JERRY Goodnight Jim, why dogsn’t somebody take that crotehety o1¢ 


cow hand out and ait on him? He kicks up more trouble then 
all the rest of our grazing pernittees combined,..,.What’s 
pitin’ him now? iy 7 
Jive Seems like he’s 2 little peeved about that new forest 
boundary arift fence we put up over there next to his land thie 
eummer, Jerry, (CHUCKLES} Listen to this, Old as he is he 
haen't lost any of his spunk yet, He says here: “If you don® 
| ges that stre ten of barhwire from off eal pasture I'll bay the 
law on You. iaybe you eay letting mY cattie graze on 
Government lend is trespassing but I have 4, PAght 0 n this land 
| ana wali stay with it, <Anybedy says I an eteeling gvaea is a 
liar and no gentle o* (CHUCKLES) How's that? 
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JERRY 8 Jim, Lent t there some way we can make o14 man Bemis gas,.... 
JING _ No Jerry, Uncle Billy Bemie 4s one of theese old timers that 


as long as he feels like he's right never says die, Unole 


Billy's been fightin’ the Forest Services ever since the Pine 


De. | Gone National Forest was iret established and I reckon he tis 
Be keep right on fightin’ 4t till he dies, 

ie JERAYS I know Jim but.... 

Be JIMe Sure, Jerry. The old man's wrong and we're right. We've ges 


. to have law and order on the rangs, juat Like anywhere ¢lee. 

406 But that doesn't change Uncle Billy's views BN. And when you get righs 

ii, down to It he peels has got some reason to believe he's right, O1d mek 

1 Bemie came out here when he was a young man and homestesced in this 

ic, country long before the Pine Gone National Forest was ever even thought of. 

it, ‘He fought off the Indiana and made thie country enfe for settlers, in 

du, & Way he feels all thia country_is his by right of conquest and that's 

what makes him so tarnation mad, When feddy Roosevelt put these pubis 
27, ‘domain lands that Uncle Billy refers to as “My iands" into the national 

| Ge forest and the Forest Service stepped in and sfarted applying grazing 

| 136 regulations and range management methods, Uncle Billy juat naturally went 


29, UP in smoke, 


93, SOUND: DOOR OPENS | 
ie BES3: (SOWING GN) Oh Jim, have you heard about old Mr. Bemis? 
oa JIMS . Well, I just got another one oF those letters of his takin! 
bay _ the hide off us again, Bess. 


| 26, Bass:  ~ You a1ar Well, I guess it's the last Letter from him your Ll 


ever get, Jim, 


2 Oat 
rac .8e8 eftied Bam Blo ane 


vefe stadetta exit teaul eae edt mo ones bon or ont ot a ion » og 
sigit Seg voy-nedw Dea, ,yae ewely aly tlie efonll “ogaario #4 I | 
Mam Sf esha hs etaci aveniod 8 t none emon bin: ead 


3 Tduaodyd meve gave Rew tanto | tenoatan ‘enc ents. end 9 ted -2 Varok ‘ 
at emreisien set stra i aiae ate’ Sheth bos etter oa tte od ini aid 


* é 


oniding east \tiey #evsa0o! ysBol ivectt «Bam see 
fausiden edd, fod Yednol Wi" aa of ameten YELE efoal tanto 8 : at 


yntsexg anigiqas beliste Dis mf Ssaqceda eotyrae. deoxor, ect bas eenor rat 
#temigiiavsian tau, YLLis,eioav, abode: TueKegen =m oanst | bre anokteLaget oe. 


opdlome ae qn 


fated ..~xioblo duets Baral voy. 
iniged sid to azetdel saant vag cis, 
: 


C{tuoy uid moet aetstel v 


it 


A) ie "e 


og 


“O i) -@ 


0 Me 0 & Fig a cre eae 


o- 


JERR? 


BESS: 
JERRY: 


Why Mrs, Robbins? What's happened? 

Elmira Baker Just feld me that Uncle Billy died in hia 
sleep laet night, Jerry... .If you got 2 letter from him this 
morning Jim, writing 1t must have been one of the last 
things he did, | 

By George, Bess, Are you sure it's true? | 

Yes, Jim, Elmira's quite a gossip, but in thinys like 
this you can generally depend on what she says, | 

It's hard to believe, even so, Bess, Bill Bemis finally 
come to the end of the trial,,.By George, I can hardly 
believe it’s 80. 

It ig Ainda hard to imagine the old men peaesing out of the 
picture, isn't 4%. But Just because he's dead at's no 
aign the fight's all over, 

whet do you mean, Jerry? 

Well, there's Bud Bemis, Uncle Billy's grandaon, Mrs, 
Rebbins, Ail the ranch property will be turned over to 
him and he’s just like the old man as fax as the Forest 
Service ig concerned, He'll keep on fighting us just Like 
old man BemZa brought him up to don : 

Yes, I suppese go, Unele Billy had 2 lot to do with Bud's 
bringing up after Bud‘s father wag thrown off his horse and 
killed, 
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Well air, comin’? from me 1t might sound funny, but I'm mighty 
sorry old Bill Bemis 18 gone, Old as he was, I believe hea 
died just a little ahead of his time, I always figured he 
wanted to make a peace with me and sooner or Later he would, 
but after fighting us so long, he didn't just know how to so 
about it. | 
Aw Jim, that hardheaded old prairie dog never would have cong 
around, _He was Just plain... 
No Jerry... That old Indian fighter's caused me more troubis 
in the last twenty-five years than any man's ever got a pig's 
to expect, but you've got him sized up all wrong, The oid 
man just believed he had certain rights and he stuck to 'em no 
matter who or what happened along, He was on the wrong side cf — 
the fence, but somehow or other I was never able to think of 
him ag anything else than a grand old man, Yessir, it's 
going to be easier in one way but in another way this country's 
going to be a lot different now that o1d Bill's gone, 
Did Jim ever tell you about his first encounter with Uncle 
Billy, Jerry? 
No, What happened Jim? Go on and tell us, f'11 bet that 


was good, 
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~ 
a.) 


JIM: (CHUCKLES) Well, it makes a good story now but it was mighty 


ee serious business then, I don't know whether you ever wéeat 
| Se over the old Forest jervice regulations or not, Jerry, tut when the 
4, National Foreste were firet established one of the requirements was that 
°> national forest grazing permittees had to own a certain amount of 
5 cultivated land and water and to produces enough forage on their own Landa 
ic to carry their stock through the winter, That was partly to protect the 
a, legitimate settlers from being over-run by a lot of tramp stockmen who 
9.. Jjueat used the public domain lands as they pleased and didn't own an acre 
10, of land of their own, Any ranger was liable to run into plenty of trouble 
il, enforcing that rule tiouen. Jewell, there was Bill Bemis, Bill had a big 
a home ranch all properly staked out all right, but he also had about thres 
15> pundred more cattle grazing on the national forest than his ranch could 
14, provide for in the winter, So it was up to me to count those surpius 
to, livestock off the national forest range, I sat down and wrote a letter 
16, to Bill tellin’ him i'd been delegated this job and advisin’ him to have 
17, his cattle rounded up on such and such a date at such and such a place 
18. 0 we sould get the job done and over with, And that's how all this 
19, etter writin’ got started, It wasn't two days later "till I got a 
0, sizzling letter back from Bill sayin' he'd have hig stock rounded up all 
15 pignt because he'd been figurin’ on roundin’ ‘em up anyhow, but that if I 
ED showed up to do any countin’ I'd make the trip home in a hearse, And. 
ES, snowin® Bill*’s reputation, I knew that wasn't any bluff, Belicve me, I dia 
| eae plenty of hard thinkin’ and for about three daye I didn't do much else 
25, | : 


_ @xcept practice up with a six-gun, 
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JIM CONTINUED? 

And then right at the last minute I got to thinkin’ ané 
figurin', and by Goerge I just came to the conclusion I wouldn't take any 
gun along at all, And I've often thought that wes one of the wisest 
decisions I’ve ever made,...../ell on the day befare I was to meet Biil 
I saddled up and started out to the round-up place, It was about an 
é€ight hour ride but I figured I'd make it as easy and pleasant as possibile 
and enJoy the scenery alon: the way, because it might be the last ride 1'4 
have, Well anyway, there he was at the appointed tin and place, and 
(FADING) when I came ridin’ up,....e-> 
SLIGHT PAUSE WITH SOUND OF HORS IN LiOTION FADING IN 


FADE IN SOUND OF CATTLE BAWLING IN BACKGROUND 


J IMs Whoa, (SOUND OF HORSE BEING PULLED UP) Howdy, Mr. Bemis, 
BEMIS (AFTER STHAINED PAUSE) Hanger, didn't you get a letter from a5? 
JINS Yep, That's why I'm here, Figured I'd be accommodatin® 


enough to be present for my own killin’ anyhow,.,.say, I reckon 
if that gun in your hand is as big as the bore looks from here 
you won't have much trouble finishin' the job, You san see 
I’m unarmed so there won’t be any argument from this end, 


BEMIS: I told you not to come, 
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Yeah, but them kind of orders don't hold water with me, Mr, 
Bemis, I'm not workin’ for you, I'm workin’ for the Unites. 
states government, I waa told to ceme here and count your 
cattle off the national forest land, and I'm here to do thus 
Job...Mr, Bemis, I've got no personal quarrel with you and 
neither has the government, All we want to do is pive a 
square deal to all the stock permittees and protect ths 


resources on this national forest land, 


-§'fain't national land, It's my land, Kick that cayuse in 


the belly and get cut.....g86 out and don’t ever come beok 
here again, 

Uem-m, Nope, I reckon I'll light and stay awhile, Mr, | 
Bemis, This ain*t my decieion to make , it's YOUrs» If you*re 
gonna shoot go ahead and sheot, or else put away that gua, 

I didn't come here to fight, ZI came here to count Gattis, 


(ROUGH = COMING UP) Say, I'm just the cook for this layout, 


but I'm sayin! this ranger is right, ur, Bemis, He's for the. 


government and I'm for the government, too, 


Thanks perdner, but there's no sense in you gettin! yourseli 


mixed up in this,...See here, iir, Bemis, The Forest Service 


isn’t tryin’ to run you out of business, We'll give you a 
permit to run some of your atock on the forest, But you knok 
you've got more cattle here than there is grass to feed "em, 
And no matter how you feel, this isn't your land -~ it’s the 
land of the people of the United Statea, 
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PAUSE 
J IMs 


BESS: 
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Vell, ee0e ? 
Look at it this way, You're raisin! meat and hides here te 


make food ana clothes for the Nation, ALL right, If you 

run more cattle on this land than the land can produce forage 
to feed ‘em, those castle die and the land dies too, You 

say it's your loss and yours alone, but the Forest service 
says it's the loss of the people too, Ali we want to do is 
to balance the livestock against the forage=-producing capac..ty 
of the land, Or in other words, we don't want to use up als 
the range today, At the same time we're usin’ the range we 
want to make sure there's gonna be plenty of grass for 
tomorrow, 

That's a good argument and I'm for it, This here ranger’ s 


talkin?! hoss~sense, Mir, Bemis. 


Sekt right, JO@..c. -H&VS you said your say now, Hanger? 


That's ali I got to say, MY. Bemis, except the end of thas. 
gettin! any smaller, - 
ALL right boys; (CALLS, FADING) we're gonna count cattle, 
(FADING IN) Yesair, the end of that six-sun looked as big 
ag a sauce=pan and I never knew right up to then what was 
gonna happen, Bill Bemis was a tough customer all right, 
but he was always..covp 

Jim, look who's coming, 


Huh? 
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JERRY: By George, it's the Double B station wagon turnin’ in at the 
gate, 

SOUND OF AUTOMOBILE PULLING UP OUTSIDE 

BESS: It's young Bud Bemis, Jim! Uncle Biliy'ts grandgon! 

JIM: Sure enovgh, First time any of that family has ever set foot 
in the Renger station, 

SOUND OF GAR DOOR SLANMING 

JERRY ¢ Look gam, he's got & gix gun in his hand, Jim, you don'¢ 
SUPPOBC ss. | 

SOUND OF KNOCK ON DOOR, , 

JIM: . (CALLS) Come on in, Bud, The door's wide open, 

SOUND OF DOOR CLOSING, 

BUDS: Hello Mir, RobPing, Good morning, Mrs, Repbins, say, f 
reckon 1% seens mighty strange to you to see me comin’ in here, 
and I feel kinda atrange comin’ here, too, I wouldn't a come 
iciigntean'ty been ron mssGranaad)s. 

JIM: | 31t down, Bud, I'm hot aurprised to see you and there’s no 

reason for you to think you're not welcome here,.,.We heard 

about Uncle Billy and I want to tei vou om mighty sorry 
he's gone, ‘this valley's going to miss him, He was a great 
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BUD: Mighty decent of you to say that, Mr, Robbing, And in spite 
of all the trouble he's caused you I reckon if 1t°d been the 
oestee way around Grandad would've sald the same thing about you....Kinés 
looke like he felt the end was comin! cause he called me in last evenin® 
before he went to bed and talked to me about ali this trouble between 
you and him, Granded kinda got a kick out of fightin' the Forest servica, 
I pueas, but he figured all the time you were one of the finest men thet 
ever lived....Av Jim, I®m no good at talkin’, Grandad wanted me to bring 
this gun over here and give it to you, He said you'd looked at the 
business end of it eae enough to know it, and he wanted you to get 
acquainted with the friendly end, (GLEARS THROAT) And Jim, I'd fee) 
mighty proud if you and ilrs, Robbins would come to the funeral, (FADING) 
i sopta think 1¢ would make the old man feel good. 
e «MUSIC: FINALE 
ANNOUNCERS Unele Sam's Forest Rangers comes to roo each Friday on the 
National Farm ona Home Hour as a presentation of the Nationel 
Broadcasting Company with the cooperation of the United states 


Forest Service, 
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